
SILENT AUCTION  INSPIRATION SHEET 

 

Below here are some ideas to help inspire you to find an item, service, or business you think would make a 

fantastic donation item to the Silent Auction this year. Please let me know if you want more specific ideas. 

Email me at nomoreinterning@yahoo.com 

 

Personally Taught 

Classes or Hosted 

Events 

Apparently we all like each other a lot, because some of the fastest selling items 

are always dinners and lessons hosted by each other! 

 

 Host a dinner and wine pairing meal or teach people how to make a perfect 

soufflé. (Tip: Suggest the date in advance to avoid scheduling hassle later.) 

 Can you golf? Got to a local golf course and ask for a donation for a round 
of golf for four and take some of us out who want to learn! 

 Can you knit? Host a knitting party and be patient with us. 
 

TRY: talking with each other to see if you can team up to host events! 

 

Food 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beverages 

 

 

 

Wine 

This is a very popular category!  It can be very practical (i.e. grocery items) or 

wildly indulgent (anything starting with French butter…and adding to it from 

there).  Gift certificates and actual products (mugs, beans, tea leaves and tea 

pots) are equally welcome. 

 

 Contact a local specialty food store for a gift basket/box/bag.   

 Put a basket together yourself! (ie “My Favorite Italian Foods Basket”) 

 If you like to bake, offer periodic baking services (i.e- biscotti-of-the-month 

club or pastry/artisan bread club).   

 

TRY: AG Ferrari, Trader Joes, Molly Stones,  

Bakeries - Tartine, Citizen Cake, Noe Valley Bakery 

Chocolates - Scharffenberger, Joseph Schmidt, Sees 

 

TRY:   Blue Bottle Coffee, Philz Coffee, Peets, Starbucks, Tullys, 

Samovar,  Mighty Leaf 

 

 From a winery, wine club, distributor, or your private cellar, ask for a 
donation of a featured bottle of your favorite grape. SF Choralers love our 

wine! 

 

Dining  Ask the owner of your favorite local restaurant for a gift certificate.  

(Generally, if they give a gift certificate, the person who buys it will spend 

more than the gift certificate and, if they like the place, come back.) 

 

TRY: Restaurants throughout the Bay Area, but especially near our 

concert venues and other live performance venues. 

 

1) Kokkari Restaurant to pair with 42
nd

 Street Moon tix 

2) Colibri to pair with ACT tix 

3) Downtown Restaurant to pair with Berkeley Repertory tix 

 

 

 



      “Out On  
     The Town”       

  Opportunities  

 

 

 

 

 

And For Families 

 If you are a subscriber with any live performance group, ask the box office 
representative (or your contact there) who the person in charge of donations 

is and ask that person for 2-4 tickets.  We can either offer them individually 

or package them with other tickets or a nearby restaurant for an 

entertainment package. 

 

    TRY:  Movies, theatre, symphony, and opera venues, plus museums  

 

    TRY: SF and Oakland Zoos, Pier 39 Activity Passes, GG Park bike   

    rentals, Academy of Sciences, Bowling and Ice Skating locations,   

    SFMOMA 

 

Fitness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pro-Sports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor 

Adventures 

 

 Ask your personal trainer to donate a session or series of sessions; often, it 

will lead to additional business for him/her. 

 Ask for a 3-month membership to the gym or yoga studio you are a part of. 

 Go to an athletics store for a gift certificate or gear donation 

 

TRY: Club One, Bally’s, 24 Hr. Fitness, REI, and Sports Basement 

 

 Who doesn’t love going to a game? Any game? Call the management office 
of your favorite team, ask who’s in charge of donations (it may say on the 

team’s web site), and ask for a “family pack” donation. 

 If you or someone you know has season tickets to sporting events, ask if 

they’d be willing to donate tickets for one of the games. 

 

      TRY: Giants, A’s, 49ers, Raiders etc. 

 

     Get out and try something new in the Bay Area. We live in the best place    
    on earth to try this stuff!  

 

      TRY: kayaking, whale watching, helicopter tours, rock climbing gyms 

 

Regional 

Destination Trips 
 Cities such as Napa, Monterey and Lake Tahoe thrive in large part thanks to 

Bay Area weekend adventurers.  New places especially are always looking 

for new ways to let us know they exist. 

 If you or a friend have a vacation home in one of these (or similar) places, 
donate a weekend!  And see if you can get a dining certificate to a local 

restaurant to sweeten the deal. 

 

TRY: Any hotel in the destination you like best, and friends and family 

for vacation homes. 

 

“Green” Living 

Items 
 Bay Area folks are remarkably creative in the ways we live “green.” Share 

some of your favorite ways! 

  

TRY: reusable shopping bags, green dry cleaning gift certificates, water 

bottles, reusable dry cleaning bags 

 

Tech & Computer 

Gadgets 

Everyone loves gadgets. Secure a donation of the newest thing you want! 

 

TRY: Mac Store, Best Buy, or donate other items 



 

Clothing & 

Jewelry 
 Gift certificates, personal shopper services, alteration services 

 Jewelry items, appraisal services, cleaning services or devices 

 

TRY: Boutique Stores, Department Stores, Jewelry Stores and home 

made items are also welcome. 

 

Books & Literary 

Interests 
TRY: CityLights, Books Inc, Booksmith, Borders) 

 

Music Stores TRY: Amoeba Music, Borders, Guitar Center and the like for gift sets of 

certain genres or gift certificates 

 

General Use Items There are so many needed incidentals in life. Get them and make them available 

to your chorus friends. 

 Clothing, Collectibles & Merchandise 

 Autographed Items 

 Pet couture 

 Professional framing  

 Academic tutors for kids  

 Tax Consulting 

 Estate Planning & Will Preparation 

 Computer Help 

 Web Design Consultation 

 Financial Planning and Development Appointment 

 Children or Family Portrait Photo Session 

 

 

 

 

 


